[Current status of the treatment of purulent bacterial meningitis].
There are several stages in the management of purulent bacterial meningitis: anti-infective measures, respiratory resuscitation, treatment of mechanical neurological complications, sepsis and shock. The way in which ordinary antibiotics cross the blood-brain barrier is described, together with the anti-infective treatment of choice applicable to different aetiologies. A series of cases is presented. It is felt that, in spite of the positive influence exerted by antibiotics, the treatment of purulent bacterial meningitis is still a complex matter. In addition to careful selection of a drug against infection, rational use must be made of various forms of treatment to prevent respiratory infufficiency, neurological complications, sepsis and shock.